Cipher Lab 1500 Excel Spreadsheet Time Sheet Example

The following example is intended to demonstrate how easy it is to set up an Excel Spreadsheet to manage time and
attendance records using the Cipher Lab 1500 bar code scanner in conjunction with Dataman Barcode System'’s Bar-Key data
record assembly software utility.

Initially it will be necessary to prepare a Microsoft Excel worksheet using the examples as follows:-

These are only very basic examples to explain the concept and to stimulate ideas.

Open a NEW Excel worksheet and prepare the Time In headers for sheet 1.
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Once the Excel Time Sheet spreadsheet has been prepared as shown above, the Dataman Barcode Bar-Key software utility
must be prepared. This preparation work is only required to be undertaken once, provided no changes are made to the Bar-
Key setup after this initial preparation it can be called repeatedly as required to handle the Cipher Lab 1500 data input.

The purpose of the Bar-Key program is to intercept the data being sent from the Cipher Lab 1500 bar code reader and direct it
to the Excel Time Sheet in the required format.

Assuming that Bar-Key has already been installed a command line directive must be applied to the startup command to ensure
that Bar-Key will handle the Cipher Lab 1500 correctly.
A command line directive can be appended to the startup command in two ways:-

a). From the Start and Run Task Bar click Run.

E Adobe Reader 6.0 Eé Printers.and Faxes
| Help and
||J||!1|1|a|r!|!|r|l falio @ e - Type the name of a program, folder, document; or

Internet resource, and Windows will open it for you.

£ Search =
Yo h |
Cpen: | 2

All Programs D

g] Log Off F{I_)]‘Shutnown [: = H s H fas ]

Enter the full appropriate path and program name with the command line directive /CIPHER (or substitute the required directive
of choice) as previously indicated, note the space between .exe and /CIPHER. Then start the Bar-Key program by clicking
the OK button.

OR

b). From the Desktop using the shortcut icon, and using the right mouse button click on the Bar-Key shortcut icon to show the
Bar-Key Properties.
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Add the command line directive /CIPHER to the Target Text Box as shown below, note the space between .exe and
/CIPHER.
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Bar-Key can now be started and should initially be displayed as shown below. If
the above command line directives have been successful the default bar code
scanner Cipher Lab will appear in the Bar-Key status line (lower right).
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We have now finished setting up the Bar-Key software but we still need to have the utility running in the background, to this
end we simply minimise Bar-Key. The Bar-Key icon will appear on the lower task bar and can be invoked by clicking on the icon
should new settings be required.

For more detailed information on using the Dataman Bar-Key utility consult the Help File included.

When the time comes to record the data from the Cipher 1500 Scanner with time and date of input we still need to have the
Bar-Key software utility running in the background. Provided no adjustments have been made to the Bar-Key software set-ups
the above exercise is only required once.
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With the Cipher 1500 attached to the computer using the supplied USB HID cable Student I.D. data is simply scanned as
required. All data scanned will be supplemented with the current time & date of input and will be sent to the Excel Time Sheet
spreadsheet ensuring the correct data is posted to the relevant cell.
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Cipher Lab 1500 Supplemental Excel Spreadsheet Example

Using the previous Time & Attendance spreadsheet sample as a base principle it is possible to create enhanced Time &
Attendance records.

Example 1.

By simultaneously engaging Bar-Key's Prefix and Postfix features it would be possible to record the Class or Location where the
records were taken.
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Example 2.

By engaging Bar-Key’s Allocation Mode and the Postfix Date recording feature a spreadsheet record of asset loans can be kept.
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Other applications are left to the user to exploit.
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